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Lesson Objective: Children will respond to a variety of
literature, examples include fiction, non-fiction, poems, rhymes
and folk tales.
 
Lesson Materials: Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause
 
Pre-Reading Focus Activity: (In preparation for the story, ask
the children to bring in a picture of their dog or pet so they
have it for the reading of the book.) Show the children a picture
of a dog/puppy.
 
Ask the children if they have a dog (pet). Where did they find
their pet? At a store/shelter, etc? Do they love their pet? How
do they care for it?
 
Sing: “How Much Is That Doggy In The Window?”
Explain the dog in the song was in a pet store window. Have
they ever seen a puppy or dog in a pet store before? Today we
are going to read a book about dogs and puppies. 
 
Before Reading: 
Introduce the book (author, illustrator, cover, title, spine)
The title of this book is Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill
Cause.
 

 Pre-Kindergarten
Intentional Read Aloud

Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause
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Has anyone ever heard of a puppy mill before? A puppy mill is
a place where lots and lots of puppies are born. It sounds like a
happy place doesn’t it? Sadly, it’s not a nice place for puppies
and dogs. The people who run the puppy mills don’t always
take good care of the puppies and the dogs.
 
Let’s read the book so we can learn more about puppy mills.
 
During Reading:
Look at all those red dots on the map. Did you know there
were so many puppy mills in the United States of America?
(page with USA map and red dots)
 
Why do you think this picture is colored in black and white and
the other is so colorful? (pages with man pushing wheelbarrow
full of money and Deputy at the vet)
 
Look at all those blue dots on the map. Did you know there
were so many animal shelters in the United States of America?
(page with USA map and blue dots)
 
Draw attention to the positive things people are doing for the
animals: 
*Taking their dog to the vet
*Giving them toys to play with and letting them outside to run
*Grooming them (bathing, brushing, etc.)
*Learning about puppy mills and shelters
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*Donating to help shelters
*Reading the facts about responsible breeders
*Calling Senators and Congressman about updating laws to
protect animals
*Writing to papers about animal welfare
*Protesting pet stores
 
After Reading:
What was the name of the dog in the story? (Deputy Paws)
Where was he born? (puppy mill)
Which is a better place for dogs, puppy mills, pet stores or
shelters? Why? (Answers may vary. Shelters because they
care more for the dogs than making money from selling them.)
What are things we can do to help dogs in puppy mills and pet
stores? (Learn about them, stop buying from pet stores, adopt
don’t shop, call Senators and Congressman to improve laws
for animals, write to newspapers about animal welfare, donate
to shelters, protest pet stores)
 
Follow-Up Activities:
Make a graph with the pictures the students brought in of their
pets. Count, Compare and Contrast which column has more or
less.
 
Match the mother animal to her baby.
 www.alphabet-soup.net/farm/matchgame.html
 
 

http://www.alphabet-soup.net/farm/matchgame.html


Turn the Dramatic Play area into an Animal Shelter 
Props for the center:
*A sign for the shelter
*Books on dogs and other pets
*Clip boards
*Paper, pencils
*Doctor kit
*Stuffed animals
*Adoption Certificates 
https://prettyfluffy.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/adoption-
certificate.pdf
*Shelter T-shirts or aprons for the staff to wear
*Pictures of dogs and other pets
*Donation Jar 
 
Adoption Certificate writing activity. Encourage children to draw
a dog or puppy and fill in the blanks on the worksheet. Children
could also create a dog from a template. 
https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/    
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Puppy Mill Dog  
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By:________________________________________________ 
 

https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/
https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/


Adoption Certificate  
 
 

This is my dog.
 
His/Her name is______________________________________.
 
His/Her favorite toy is__________________________________.
 
He/She sleeps_______________________________________.  
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Owner's Name________________________________________ 
 

https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/
https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/
https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/


Lesson Objective and Rationale: 
*How to find key details in a text.
*Good readers are able to find the key details in a book. It
helps them to better comprehend it.
 
Preview Targeted Learning Behaviors:
*Sitting with pretzel legs
*Look and listen to the speaker
 
Lesson Materials:
Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause book, picture of a dog
 
Vocabulary: puppy mill, shelter, adoption, breeder  
 
Pre-Reading Focus Activity: Show the children a picture of
the dog. Who has a dog or pet? How do you care for them?
Did you find your pet at a pet shop or a shelter?
 
Before Reading:
Readers, today we are going to read a book called Deputy 
 Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause. While we read, we are going
to focus on one key detail. A key detail is something important
that happens in the book. 
 

 Kindergarten-2nd Grade
Intentional Read Aloud
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The key detail we are focusing on today is the main idea. The
main idea is what the story is mostly about or something very
important we need to understand.
 
Introduce Vocabulary Words: 
Puppy mill: also known as a puppy farm; a place where lots of
puppies are born and raised
Shelter: a place where dogs and other animals are kept and
taken care of
Adoption: making a dog or other animal part of your family
Breeder: a person who owns dogs and makes them have
puppies  
 
During Reading:
Preview the front and back covers, the spine and discuss the
author, illustrator and the title.
 
Talking Points:
Look at all those red dots on the map. Did you know there
were so many puppy mills in the United States of America?
(page with USA map and red dots)
 
Why do you think this picture is colored in black and white and
the other is so colorful? (pages with man pushing wheelbarrow
full of money and Deputy at the vet)



Look at all those blue dots on the map. Did you know there
were so many animal shelters in the United States of America?
(page with USA map and blue dots)
 
Draw attention to the negative qualities of puppy mills:
*Dogs spend their lives in cages.
*Money is more important than the health of the dogs.
*There’s not enough food and water for the dogs.
*There’s nowhere for the dogs to run and play.
*The dogs are dirty.
*They don’t have heat or air conditioning.
*Pet stores buy dogs from puppy mills.
 
Draw attention to the positive things people are doing for the
dogs: 
*Taking their dog to the vet
*Giving them toys to play with and letting them outside to run
*Grooming them (bathing, brushing, etc.)
*Learning about puppy mills and shelters
*Donating to help shelters
*Reading the facts about responsible breeders
*Calling Senators and Congressman about updating laws to
protect animals
*Writing to papers about animal welfare
*Protesting pet stores
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After Reading:
Who was the main character in the story? (Deputy Paws)
What was the main idea of the story? (Puppy mills are unsafe
and an unhealthy place for dogs to live.) 
What can you tell me about puppy mills?
Would you rather get your dog from a pet store or a shelter?
Why? Why not?
What are things we can do to help dogs in puppy mills and pet
stores? (Stop buying from pet stores, adopt don’t shop, contact
Senators and Congressmen to improve laws for animals, write
to papers on animal welfare, protest pet stores, donate to
shelters)
 
Follow Up Activities:
Activity 1: Puppy Mills Can-Have-Are Anchor Chart
 
Materials:
Deputy Paws and the Puppy Cause, chart paper, sticky notes
 
Make three columns on the chart paper. Write Can, Have and
Are in a column. Write the sentences below on the sticky
notes. Read each sentence to the children and invite them to
place the sticky note in the corresponding column.

12



Can
Puppy mills can be too cold or too hot for dogs.
A dog can spend its whole life in a cage.
A dog can live with matted hair.
 
Have
Puppy mills have lots of dogs and puppies.
Puppy mills have little food and water.
Puppy mill dogs have to use the bathroom inside their cages.
 
Are
Puppy mills are unhealthy for dogs.
Puppies are taken from their mothers at a very young age.
Dogs from puppy mills are sold to pet stores.
 
Activity 2: Write a classroom letter to a newspaper or Senator/
Congressman about animal welfare. For Kindergarten focus on
friendly components; 1st-2nd introduce persuasive writing. 
 
Draw a picture of a dog in a cage at a puppy mill and explain
why puppy mills are unsafe and unhealthy for dogs.
 
*Dogs spend their lives in cages.
*Money is more important than the health of the dogs.
*There’s not enough food and water for the dogs.
*There’s nowhere for the dogs to run and play.
*The dogs are dirty.
*They don’t have heat or air conditioning.  
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Discuss letter writing and create a letter writing checklist
anchor chart.
 
Reasons To Write A Letter:
*Friendly         
*Thank you
*Inform
*Persuade
*Apologize
 
Friendly Letter: Kindergarten
A letter you send to a friend or someone you you'd like to have
a friendly relationship with.
 
Parts Of A Friendly Letter:  
Heading (Date)
Greeting (Dear…)
Body (The text or message you want to share with the person.)
Closing (Your Friend)
Signature
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Persuasive Letter: 1st-2nd Grade
A letter you write to someone to convince them of your point of
view on an issue.
 
Parts of a Persuasive Letter: 
Heading (Date)
Greeting (Dear...)
Body: Introduction (State the purpose of the letter) Reasons
(State facts or beliefs to back up your claim) Conclusion
(Restate the letter's purpose)
Closing (Sincerely)
 
Letter Writing Checklist
My writing is neat.
I included the date.
I wrote complete sentences.
My sentences start with a capital letter and end with a period.
I signed my letter.
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Lesson Objective and Rationale:
*How to draw a picture and write on one specific topic.
*Good writers choose a topic and write or draw a picture to go
with it. It helps them to get their ideas across clearly.
 
Preview Targeted Learning Behaviors:
*Look and listen to the speaker
*Follow the directions given to complete the drawing and the
sentences.
 
Lesson Materials:
*Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause
*Classroom Letter to Newspaper or Senator/Congressman on
chart paper, Letter Writing Checklist Anchor Chart
 
Before Writing: Kindergarten
Writers, today we are going to learn to draw a picture and write
on one specific topic. Our topic is writing a friendly letter.
People write friendly letters to their friends or someone they
want to have a friendly relationship with.
 
We are going to draw a picture and write a friendly letter to the
newspaper or our Senator/Congressman and give them a
reason why puppy mills are unsafe and unhealthy for dogs.
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If we are going to draw a picture and write a letter to the
newspaper or Senator/Congressman that means we will draw
only a picture and write the letter and nothing else. Good
writers pay attention to the topic and follow the directions
because it helps them to get their ideas across clearly. 
 
Review Classroom Letter and components of a friendly letter.
Encourage children to draw a picture of a dog at a puppy mill in
a cage and write a reason why puppy mills are unhealthy and
unsafe.
 
During Writing:
Remind the children to only draw the dog in a cage at the
puppy mill. Encourage them to choose one reason from the
classroom letter and write it in their letter.
 
Use the Letter Checklist Anchor Chart and review the letters.
 
After Writing:
Remember, today we learned how to draw a picture and write
a friendly letter on one topic, puppy mills are unsafe and
unhealthy for dogs. Good Writers pay attention to the topic
because it helps them to get their ideas across clearly. 
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Lesson Objective and Rationale:
*How to draw a picture and write on one specific topic.
*Good writers choose a topic and write or draw a picture to go
with it. It helps them to get their ideas across clearly.
 
Preview Targeted Learning Behaviors:
*Look and listen to the speaker
*Follow the directions given to complete the drawing and the
sentences.
 
Lesson Materials:
*Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause
*Classroom Letter to Newspaper or Senator/Congressman on
chart paper, Letter Writing Checklist Anchor Chart
 
Before Writing: 1st-2nd Grade
Writers, today we are going to learn to draw a picture and write
on one specific topic. Our topic is writing a persuasive letter.
People write persuasive letters to convince others of their point
of view on an issue. 
 
We are going to draw a picture and write a friendly letter to the
newspaper or our Senator/Congressman and give them a
reason why puppy mills are unsafe and unhealthy for dogs.
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If we are going to draw a picture and write a letter to the
newspaper or Senator/Congressman that means we will draw
only a picture and write the letter and nothing else. Good
writers pay attention to the topic and follow the directions
because it helps them to get their ideas across clearly. 
 
Review Classroom Letter and components of a persuasive
letter. Encourage children to draw a picture of a dog at a puppy
mill in a cage and write a reason why puppy mills are
unhealthy and unsafe.
 
During Writing:
Remind the children to only draw the dog in a cage at the
puppy mill. Encourage them to choose one reason from the
classroom letter and write it in their letter.
 
Use the Letter Writing Checklist Anchor Chart and review the
letters.
 
After Writing:
Remember, today we learned how to draw a picture and write
a persuasive letter on one topic, puppy mills are unsafe and
unhealthy for dogs. Good Writers pay attention to the topic
because it helps them to get their ideas across clearly. 
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Puppy Mill Dog  
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By:________________________________________________ 
 

https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/
https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/


Friendly Letter  
 
 

Dear_________________________,
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
                                                                        Your Friend,
 
                                                               ____________________
 
                                                                                           
                                                          

21

  
                                                        ________________________ 
                                                                        (Date)                                      
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https://simplemomproject.com/build-a-dog-craft/


Persuasive Letter  
 
 

Dear_________________________,
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________
 
                                                                        Sincerely,
 
                                                               ____________________
 
                                                                                           
                                                          

22

  
                                                        ________________________ 
                                                                        (Date)                                      
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Lesson Objective and Rationale: To introduce students to
puppy mills and their impact on the health and welfare of
dogs. As citizens, it’s important for us to learn about how
animals are treated so we can better understand our
community, those who live in it and how we can make things
better for everyone.
 
Materials: Deputy Paws and the Puppy Mill Cause
 
Targeted Vocabulary: puppy mill, shelter, breeding dog,
surrendered
 
Before The Lesson:
Boys and Girls, today we will be learning about puppy mills
and what we can do to help the dogs who live there. 
 
It’s important for us to learn about how animals are treated so
we can better understand our community, those who live in it
and how we can make things better for everyone.
 
Review Vocabulary:
Puppy mill: also known as a puppy farm; a place where lots of
puppies are born and raised

23

Kindergarten-2nd Grade
Social Studies Lesson

Puppy Mills



24

Shelter: a place where dogs and other animals are kept and
taken care of
Breeding dog: a dog that can have puppies
Surrendered: when a pet owner gives their dog to a shelter
 
Lesson Procedure:
Read the book to your class. If you’ve read the book, read the
excerpt on the last page of the book. 
 
Discuss the excerpt on the last page. 
 
Discussion questions:
How do you feel about puppy mills? Why?
How do you feel about the people who rescue dogs from puppy
mills? Why?
Why are shelters important?
Why is it important for laws to be passed to protect dogs in
puppy mills?
 
Lesson Activities:
-Make a list of things you can do to help the dogs at the puppy
mills.
*Learn about puppy mills and shelters
*Donate to shelters
*Read the facts about responsible breeders
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*Call Senators and Congressman about updating laws to protect
animals
*Write to papers about animal welfare
*Protest pet stores
 
-Visit an animal shelter
-Make a classroom donation to a local animal shelter. (Call and
ask what items they need to care for the animals.)
-Invite a shelter worker to talk to students
-Encourage students to discuss puppy mills with their families to
help spread the word about them.
 
-Stand barefoot on a milk carton 
*As a means of mimicking what it’s like for dogs to live in wire
cages, encourage volunteers to stand on a milk carton in their
bare feet.
 
Additional Activity:
Use The Five Senses 
 
One of the best ways to learn about the environment is through
the five senses. Explore the different sensations dogs
experience in a puppy mill and discuss how this effects their
health and happiness. 
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*How do you think puppy mills smell? (yucky, stinky)
  Why do you think they smell so bad?
   1. Dogs don’t get a bath.
   2. Dogs go to the bathroom in their cages.
 
*How do you think puppy mills look? (scary, dark, crowded,
dirty)
  What makes you think that?
1.    There are lots of dogs in small cages.
2.    The dogs are indoors possibly without windows and light.
3.    The cages aren’t cleaned very often.
  
*How do you think a puppy mill sounds? (loud, scary, sad)
  What makes you say that?
1.    There’s lots of barking, whining and howling.
2.    The dogs don’t have the freedom to run or play.
3.    People don’t pet them or show them affection.
4.    The dogs must get bored, so they make a lot of noise.
 
*How do you think a puppy mill dog feels? (hot, cold, wet, hurt,
sick, thirsty, hungry, sad)
Can you think of reasons why they may feel this way?
1.    Some puppy mill cages are outside so dogs get wet from
the rain and snow. They also get hot from the sun.
2.    Wire on the bottom of the cages hurts their feet and it’s
uncomfortable to sleep on.
3.    There is often not enough food and clean water.


